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Abstract: The twenty-second edition of the FIFA World Cup was held in the State of Qatar (from November 20 

to December 18, 2022). The paper aims to answer the question of whether the FIFA World Cup (2010-2018) had a 

strong positive impact on the economies of the host countries (South Africa 2010, Brazil 2014, Russia 2018). 

Moreover, the World Cup-winning countries (Spain 2010, Germany 2014, and France 2018). Then explore the 

primary effects on Qatar’s economy as the country hosting the 2022 World Cup, as well as on Argentina as the 

winning country of the 2022 World Cup. The results show that there is no consistent pattern of the World Cup's 

impact on the economies of those countries. Some countries' GDP growth increased slightly after the World Cup 

while others were in a better position before the Cup. Qatar’s GDP growth in quarter 2 of 2022 increased to 6.3% 

compared to 3.6% in quarter 1. When comparing the GDP growth in quarter 1 and quarter 2, we find that the average 

increase is approximately 57%. Therefore, we can estimate GDP growth in quarter 3 and quarter 4 is 9.8% and 

15.3% respectively. This means that Qatar's economy is expected to grow by 8.7% in 2022, 9% in 2023, and 5% in 

2024. The Argentine economy grew significantly in the year preceding the victory, reaching 10.4% in 2021 

compared to (9.9) % in 2019. The Argentine GDP growth increased from 6.0% in quarter 1 to 6.9% in quarter 2 and 

declined to 5.9% in quarter 3. Consequently, expecting that quarter 4 of 2022, 2022, 2023, and 2024 will achieve 

6.5%, 7.0%, 7.3, and 7.5 respectively. Hence, it is not expected that Argentina will be in a better economic situation 

than it was before winning the Cup, as its GDP achieved a high growth of 10.9% in 2021. 

Keywords: FIFA World Cup 2022; Qatar GDP Growth; Argentine GDP Growth. 
 

1. Introduction 
The 2022 FIFA World Cup is the 22

nd
 edition of the World Cup for men's national teams, which 

takes place every four years and is contested by the national teams that are members of the Federation 

International Football Association (FIFA). It was held in Qatar from November 20 to December 18, 2022, 

making it the first World Cup Tournament World held in the Arab world and the Islamic world, and the 

second edition was held in Asia after the 2002 edition in South Korea and Japan (Wikipedia, 2022). 

There is no doubt that the FIFA World Cup is an important and famous event that the whole world 

eagerly waiting. What distinguishes the FIFA World Cup, the twenty-second edition of the competition, is 

that it was hosted for the first time in history by an Arab country (Qatar 2022). The world has viewed the 

wonderful organization and the beautiful stadiums that Qatar built to host the World Cup, which certainly 

cost many millions of dollars. However, many questions remain in our minds that need answers. Does 

Qatar's hosting of the 2022 FIFA World Cup have a positive impact on its economy thus boosting its 

gross domestic product (GDP) in the short term? Does Argentina's win in the 2022 World Cup positively 

impact its economic growth compared to the economies of the countries that won the cup during the 

period (2010-2018)?  This paper attempts to answer those questions. 

 

2. Literature Review 
The Qatari dream of hosting the FIFA World Cup 2022 began groping for realization in March 

2009, when the head of the Qatari committee for hosting, Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin Khalifa Al 

Thani, submitted the request to the   President of FIFA, Swiss Joseph Blatter, in Zurich. In addition to 

Qatar, countries submitted a joint request to host the 2022 FIFA World Cup, such as (Spain-Portugal and 

Belgium-Netherlands). While other countries submitted individual requests such as Britain and Russia for 

the European continent, as well as the United States and Mexico for North and Central America, as well 

as Australia, Japan, Indonesia, South Korea, and China for the Asian continent (Ahmed, 2022). 
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In December 2010, the world was on a date with the ceremony of announcing the result of the vote 

to find out which country will organize the 2022 FIFA World Cup, when the voting and announcement 

process took place at the headquarters of the International Football Association "FIFA" in the Swiss 

capital, Zurich. The Qatari file was distinguished by diversity in several areas, including a promise to 

donate 170,000 seats in various stadiums that host matches after the end of the tournament and to give 

them to developing countries. In light of the great competition between the Qatari file and the American 

file, the voting result was announced, which indicated that the State of Qatar won the right to organize the 

2022 FIFA World Cup. Since then, literature has begun to emerge and take shape through articles and 

scientific papers published in conferences and forums in various electronic and paper publishing centers 

and channels. 

Mello (2022), used OECD data starting from 1961 to investigate whether winning the FIFA World 

Cup will enhance the GDP growth of the winning country, as called for by analysts and media outlets 

concomitantly with every version of the FIFA World Cup. The result shows that winning the FIFA World 

Cup rises GDP growth by at least 0.25 % in the two subsequent quarters. This conclusion seems primarily 

driven by enhanced export growth, which is consistent with a greater appeal enjoyed by domestic products 

and services on the international market after winning the cup. Instead, there is no significant impact on 

GDP growth for the host country or in other words no correlation between the organization of the 

tournament and higher GDP growth. 

Al-Emadi  et al. (2016), used the questionnaire to survey public opinion (2,163 interviews 

consisting of Qatari nationals and white-collar expatriates) on how hosting the World Cup 2022 will affect 

preparations in Qatar as well as residents’ attitudes, quality of life of the community, perceptions, and 

excitement about hosting the event. The results revealed that eight years before the competition, 

sociocultural impacts were the most influential factor on Qatari nationals’ attitudes about the event, 

community and personal quality of life, enjoyment, and excitement, boost Qatar’s economy, so, the 

decision of FIFA to host the cup in Qatar has been supported. 

Sawsan and Qoronfleh (2022), highlighted three significant aspects regarding FIFA World Cup 

Qatar 2022 including economic effects, cultural/ social transformation, and sport heritage/tradition of 

Qatar. 

Al-Dosari (2020), evaluated the effect of the mega sporting event (FIFA World Cup) on Qatar’s 

tourism development. The results of the opinion poll analysis show that a large percentage of the 

respondents gave a higher average score to the expected effects of hosting the FIFA World Cup on 

developing the tourism sector in Qatar.  Moreover, there is a significant correlation between tourism 

development and the success of the 2022 FIFA World Cup. 

(FIFA, 2019), stated that “The FIFA World Cup 2022, which was awarded to Qatar in December 

2010, will be the first FIFA World Cup to be hosted in the Middle East and will serve as a catalyst for the 

achievement of Qatar’s and the region’s long-term development goals. The tournament will be held from 

21 November to 18 December 2022, when the historical average high temperature in Qatar ranges from 

24-28 degrees Celsius, to protect athletes and attendees from the summer heat. It will also have the most 

geographically compact footprint in the tournament’s history since the inaugural single-stadium edition in 

1930, with all stadiums within 50km of the center of Qatar’s capital city Doha. This hosting concept 

means that spectators and players will spend less time traveling and more time enjoying the tournament, 

and it will create opportunities to centralize the provision of some services and facilities”. 

Sofotasiou  et al. (2014), discussed the challenges facing FIFA World Cub Qatar 2022 regarding 

climatic and legacy. The dynamic thermal modeling results show that a load of 115 MWh per game 

should be at least consumed to provide both indoor and outdoor thermal comfort conditions. So, it is 

useful for Qatar to use solar energy technologies for the generation of electricity required for cooling 

stadiums. 

Yahia and Al-Emadi (2018), explored the determinants of FIFA World Cup attendance in Qatar 

2022. The results show that the factors of passion and searching for fun and happiness have positive 

impacts on the desirability of attendance FIFA World Cup in Qatar. Moreover, the constraints of time or 

money do not affect the nexus between desirability and attendance intent. The study recommends that 

event management committees, marketers, and researchers alike develop their understanding of modern 

marketing to manage mega-event. 

This paper is a preliminary exploration of the economic effects of the FIFA World Cup 2022 on the 

State of Qatar as the host country for the Cup, as well as on Argentina as the winning country of the FIFA 

World Cup, the twenty-second edition. 
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3. Research Methods 
The methodology is based on a comparison of the GDP growth rates for 5 years (two years before 

the start of the FIFA World Cup and two years after the end of the Cup) for each of the countries that 

hosted the FIFA World Cup during the period (2010-2018), including South Africa in 2010, Brazil in 

2014, and Russia in 2018. In addition to the countries that won the FIFA World Cup during the same 

period, which are Spain in 2010, Germany in 2014, and France in 2018. Then, the general trend analysis 

will use to expect the effects on the economies of the country organizing the FIFA World Cup 2022 

(Qatar) and the country that won the 2022 World Cup (Argentina). The data was collected from previous 

studies, the World Bank database, the FIFA Website on the Internet, the World Atlas Database, and the 

database of the Planning and Statistics Authority of the State of Qatar. 

 

4. Results and Discussion 
4.1. The Effect of the FIFA World Cup on the Economies of the Hosting Countries 
 

Table 1. GDP Growth of the Countries Hosting the FIFA World Cup (2010-2022) 

The Host Country GDP growth 

before hosting 

GDP growth during the hosting GDP growth after 

hosting 

South Africa 2010 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

3.2 (1.5) 3.0 3.2 2.4 

 

Brazil 2014 

 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

1.9 3.0 0.5 (3.5) (3.3) 

 

Russia 2018 

 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

0.2 1.8 2.8 2.2 (2.7) 

 

Qatar 2022 

 

2020 2021 2022 2023* 2024* 

Q1 Q2 Q3* Q4* 2022* 

(3.6) 1.6 3.6 6.3 9.8 15.3 8.7 9 5 
Source: World and National Data (2022), World Bank Open Data (2022), and The State of Qatar Planning and 

Statistics Authority (2022). 

*Projected value 
 

Table 1 shows that South Africa's GDP growth declined before the hosting by 1.5% in 2009 

compared to a growth rate of 3.2% in 2008. The growth rate also increased from 3.0% in 2010 to 3.2% in 

2011 and declined to 2.4% in 2012.  In other words, South Africa's hosting of the FIFA World Cup 2010 

helped improve its GDP growth rate of 0.2%. 

As for Brazil, its economy performed better before hosting the World Cup in 2014, as its GDP 

achieved a negative growth of (3.5) % and (3.3) % in 2015 and 2016, respectively. 

Two years before Russia hosted the FIFA World Cup 2018, its GDP growth increased from 0.2% in 

2016 to 1.8% in 2017, and the increase continued to 2.8% in the hosting year 2018. Then it declined from 

2.2% in 2019 to (2.7) % in 2020 meaning that the economy of Russia was better in the years preceding 

and following directly the hosting (± 1 hosting year).  

Qatar’s GDP growth increased from (3.6) % in 2020 to 1.6% in 2021. The Qatar quarterly GDP 

growth in quarter 2 of 2022 increased to 6.3% compared to quarter 1 of 3.6% for the same year. When 

comparing the GDP growth in quarter 1 and quarter 2, we find that the average increase is approximately 

57% therefore we can estimate GDP growth in quarter 3 and quarter 4 is approximately 9.8% and 15.3% 

respectively. This means that Qatar's economy is expected to grow by 8.7% in 2022, 9% in 2023, and 5% 

in 2024. 
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4.2. The Effect of the FIFA World Cup on the Economies of the Winning Countries 
 

Table 2. GDP Growth of the FIFA World Cup-winning Countries (2010-2022) 

The Winning 

Country 

GDP growth 

before winning 
GDP growth during the winning GDP growth after 

winning 

Spain 2010 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

0.9 (3.8) 0.2 (0.8) (3.0) 

 

Germany 2014 

 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

0.4 0.4 2.2 1.5 2.2 

 

France 2018 

 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

1.6 2.4 1.8 1.9 (7.9) 

 

Argentina 2022 

 

2020 2021 2022 2023* 2024* 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4* 2022* 

(9.9) 10.4 6.0 6.9 5.9 6.5 7.0 7.3 7.5 
Source: World and National Data (2022), World Bank Open Data (2022), and The State of Qatar Planning and 

Statistics Authority (2022).  

*Projected value 
 

Table 2 shows that Spain’s GDP growth declined before winning by (3.8) % in 2009 compared to a 

growth rate of 0.9 % in 2008. The growth rate increased in the year of winning 2010 to 0.2 %. Then 

declined to (0.8) % and (3.0) % in 2011 and 2012 respectively.  

As for Germany, there was no change in its GDP growth, it remained constant before winning 0.4% 

in both 2012 and 2013. The best performance of GDP growth was in 2014 (the year of winning) 

approximately 2.2% then declined in the years that followed the victory by 1.5% and 2.2% in 2015 and 

2016 respectively. 

Two years before France won the FIFA World Cup 2018, its GDP growth increased from 1.6 % in 

2016 to 2.4 % in 2017. Then, declined to 1.8%, 1.9%, and (7.9) in 2018, 2019, and 2020 % respectively. 

France's economy was better off before winning the FIFA World Cup 2018. 

The Argentine economy grew significantly in the year preceding the victory, reaching 10.4% in 

2021 compared to negative growth (9.9%) in 2019. The Argentine quarterly GDP growth in Q2 of 2022 

increased to 6.9% compared to quarter 1 of 6.0% and declined to 5.9% in quarter 3. Consequently, 

expecting that Q4, 2022, 2023, and 2024 will achieve 6.5%, 7.0%, 7.3, and 7.5 respectively. Hence, it is 

not expected that Argentina will be in a better economic situation than it was before winning the 2022 

FIFA World Cup, as its GDP achieved a high growth of 10.9% in 2021. 

 

4.3. What did Qatar Spend and What are the Expected Gains? 
 

Figure 1. FIFA World Cup 2022: Qatar is the Biggest Spender 

 
                   Source: Alaraby Electronic Magazine (2022).  

 

Figure 1 shows that when we summation up the total costs, taking into account not only the cost of 

building new stadiums and refurbishing existing ones but also all the funds spent on infrastructure, the 
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World Cup in Qatar 2022 is the most expensive edition compared to all previous World Cups. Qatar has 

spent represents an astronomical cost of about $220 billion. By contrast, the costs of the 1998 World Cup 

in the USA, for example, seem minuscule at $0.5 billion 

 

As for the expected gains: 

- There are current economic gains achieved by Qatar, where the World Cup has stimulated the 

movement of many economic sectors, including security, hotels, tourism, aviation, 

transportation, export, import, sports equipment, and international restaurants, in addition to 

creating a huge amount of jobs required to build stadiums and facilities...etc. 

- Most of the presidents/prime ministers/ministers of foreign affairs of the countries that 

participated in the 2022 World Cup finals were present in the State of Qatar to support their 

teams such as French President Macron. This means that Qatar has achieved great gains in its 

foreign and political relations with the major countries. 

- Qatar, as the first Arab country, was able to present the best version of the World Cup in terms 

of organization and arrangement to host the tournament, and thus placed itself among the major 

countries organizing sporting activities in the world. 

- The World Cup drew the attention of the world to Qatar's material and human capabilities, and 

therefore it is expected that a wave of direct foreign investments will turn to it, which will 

enhance the growth of its economy in the future. 

 

5. Conclusions 
The paper aims to analyze the primary economic effects of the 2022 FIFA World Cup, which is 

expected to be reflected in the economies of Qatar as a host country for the 2022 World Cup and 

Argentina as a country that won the 2022 World Cup. The analysis concluded that: 

 

- There is no consistent pattern or significantly positive impact of the World Cup on the 

economies of the hosting countries during the period (2010-2022). Despite that, a positive 

impact on GDP growth was found (in varying degrees) for South Africa, Russia, and Qatar. 

- The same applies to the economies of the countries that won the FIFA World Cup during the 

period (2010-2022). In some countries, their performance economy improved slightly (low 

positive growth compared to the year of winning and after) such as Germany, while the 

economy of others deteriorated (negative growth compared to before and after the year of 

winning) such as Spain. 

- Qatar's spending to host the 2022 FIFA World Cup was the most generous in the history of 

football. Where it spent 220 billion dollars to prepare the infrastructure for the World Cup. This 

expenditure has reflected positively on many Qatari economic sectors, and it is expected that the 

benefits will increase shortly, especially in the first and second quarters of 2023. 
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